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The Australian - Rudd unveils carbon research institute
Australia has set aside $100 million a year for a new carbon research institute to position itself as a go-to place globally for technology that captures emissions and store them deep underground. It is also lobbying foreign governments, ahead of a formal presentation of the idea at the United Nations next week, to endorse the planned institute as the global leader for the ambitious but still unproven technology. The Prime Minister announced the funding for this morning, describing the international effort so far to scale up the technology as "not very well co-ordinated”. 
Australia is the world’s biggest coal exporter and Labor is keenly aware of the potential damage to mining and energy generation that its commitment to cutting greenhouse gas pollution by 60 per cent by 2050 will cause. It has strongly backed a G8 target of setting up 20 coal-fired power stations by 2020 but found individual energy companies unwilling to absorb the costs of pioneering work on the expensive technology. No industrial-scale integrated carbon capture and sequestration projects yet exist, intensifying debate over whether it is too uncertain and far in the future to answer the immediate threat of climate change. Mr Rudd said, however, he saw opportunities in mining and energy areas from Queensland to Victoria to introduce the technology, and said the institute would identify the final projects and help organise the private consortiums and, if need be, taxpayers’ dollars to finance them. Foreign governments could also become investors in the institute’s work. "All across Australia you’ve got the La Trobe Valley, you’ve got the Hunter Valley, you’ve got the Queensland coalfields. Here are important areas where we need to be looking and bringing up at-scale project," he said. Mr Rudd said some energy companies were not doing enough to take on the technology and he had warned them they had to confront the climate change threat to their industry. "What we’re trying to do is to bring it together and make Australia the go to place for this critical technology for the future but also make a real difference in turning project concepts to reality at scale, large scale, and do it quick," he said. Mr Rudd will make the Government’s plans for carbon capture and storage a lynchpin of his address next week to the UN General Assembly in New York. Today’s announcement comes as the Government negotiates with the Coalition in the Senate to pass the world’s first laws allowing Canberra to sell blocks of seabed for carbon storage ventures.

Rudd to promote carbon plan at UN
Kevin Rudd will use his trip to the UN next week to push Australia's claim as the global leader in technology that captures carbon emissions. As foreshadowed in The Australian today, the Prime Minister has announced $100 million in funding for a carbon research institute, describing the international effort to scale up the technology, which stores the emissions from coal-fired power plants deep underground, as “not very well co-ordinated". Australia is lobbying foreign governments, ahead of a formal presentation of the idea at the UN, to endorse the planned institute and make Australia the “go-to place for this critical technology”. Australia is the world's biggest coal exporter and Labor is keenly aware of the potential damage to mining and energy generation that its commitment to cutting greenhouse gas pollution by 60 per cent by 2050 will cause. It has strongly backed a G8 target of setting up 20 coal-fired power stations by 2020 but found individual energy companies unwilling to absorb the costs of pioneering work on the expensive technology. No industrial-scale integrated carbon capture and sequestration projects yet exist, intensifying debate over whether it is too uncertain and far in the future to answer the immediate threat of climate change. Mr Rudd said, however, he saw opportunities in mining and energy areas from Queensland to Victoria to introduce the technology, and said the institute would identify the final projects and help organise the private consortiums and, if need be, taxpayers' dollars to finance them. Foreign governments could also become investors in the institute's work. 
“All across Australia you've got the La Trobe Valley, you've got the Hunter Valley, you've got the Queensland coalfields. Here are important areas where we need to be looking and bringing up at-scale project,” he said. Mr Rudd said some energy companies were not doing enough to take on the technology and he had warned them they had to confront the climate change threat to their industry. “What we're trying to do is to bring it together and make Australia the go-to place for this critical technology for the future but also make a real difference in turning project concepts to reality at scale, large scale, and do it quick,” he said. Mr Rudd will make the Government's plans for carbon capture and storage a lynchpin of his address next week to the UN General Assembly in New York. Today's announcement comes as the Government negotiates with the Coalition in the Senate to pass the world's first laws allowing Canberra to sell blocks of seabed for carbon storage ventures. 

Rudd's $100m clean coal plan
Kevin Rudd has summoned mining and industry chief executives, environmentalists and union leaders to Canberra this morning to unveil a $100 million clean coal research institute aimed at making Australia the world hub for the climate-change-fighting technology. The launch is the start of a major diplomatic effort to win international support and funding for the plan, aimed at realising the goal set by the G8 at its recent meeting in Hokkaido of having 20 carbon-sequestering coal-fired power plants up and running by 2020. The Australian understands the Prime Minister will make the project the centrepiece of his efforts next week when he attends the UN General Assembly meeting in New York. 
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Senior executives from BHP, Rio Tinto, Santos, Shell, Xstrata, Anglocoal, ExxonMobil, Woodside and other mining companies, senior industry lobbyists, conservationists and union leaders received invitations in recent days inviting them to Parliament House this morning to hear a "major announcement" by the Prime Minister on carbon capture and storage and to take part in a roundtable meeting on the issue. The federal government initiative would complement clean coal projects under way by the Queensland and Victorian governments. The Queensland Government has committed $300million to research and develop clean coal technologies, while the Victorian Government has pledged more than $100million. Mr Rudd will unveil a strategy to put Australia at the forefront of international efforts on the technology, which captures emissions from coal-fired power plants and permanently stores them deep underground. 

The Australian understands that Australian missions around the world have already canvassed the clean coal idea with foreign governments, with mixed success. Mr Rudd foreshadowed his strategy in answer to a Dorothy Dixer during parliamentary question time yesterday. "We have got this huge challenge with coal-fired power stations," he said. 

"We have more than a passing interest in this - not just in terms of our domestic reliance on coal-fired electricity generation, but beyond that, in the critical role of coal exports for this country. "We have an opportunity for Australia to be a world leader in carbon capture and storage technologies. The question is whether the Government is going to get behind industry or push industry to one side. This Government intends to get right behind industry and work with them, because we believe it is absolutely critical for CCS to work." As the Government struggles with the design of the emissions trading scheme it intends to have operational by 2010, the critical importance of carbon capture and storage to Australia's climate change response has become increasingly evident. Before last year's election, Labor announced a $500million national clean coal initiative, and the coal industry promised an additional $1billion, to be raised by a voluntary levy on coal producers. Australia's CO2 co-operative research centre has a carbon capture and storage demonstration study under way in the Otway Basin in Victoria. It aims to capture and inject underground up to 100,000 tonnes of CO2 over two years. But experts say it will be at least five years and possibly 10 before the technology is commercially available. Mr Rudd leaves for his mission to New York on Monday.

Inquiry to hear radical water remedy
The influential Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists is expected to call for a radical overhaul of irrigation and cuts to water allocations in the Murray-Darling Basin at a Senate inquiry in Canberra today. Wentworth Group director Peter Cosier and fellow members Bruce Thoms, John Williams and Mike Young will argue that irrigation allocations should be wound back in light of the drought and climate change forecasts and provide enough water for the rivers, including South Australia's thirsty Coorong and lower lakes, to be healthy and sustainable. The group wants the cutbacks based on the CSIRO's Sustainable Yields Project, which calculated the current take of water from each of the 23 river valleys of the basin, and Murray-Darling Basin Commission's sustainable rivers audit, which found only one river in the basin, the Paroo, was in good condition. The final report of the CSIRO project, due for release soon, will show the environment will bear about two-thirds of the burden of climate change in the Murray-Darling Basin under current state-based water plans. Farmers and householders' median water use is forecast to drop by just 4 per cent in 2030, despite an 11per cent cut in water availability. The flows that water floodplains and recharge groundwater, in contrast, are expected to decline by 12per cent in the hotter, drier climate of the future. Even more severe would be the impacts at the shrinking Murray mouth, with outflows predicted to fall by 24 per cent. The lower lakes, near the mouth of the Murray, are already in crisis. Canberra has given them until February next year, unless rain comes, before water levels drop to a point where they turn toxic because of leaching from exposed acid sulphate soils. The dire state of the RAMSAR-listed wetlands has galvanised public anger at the state of the Murray-Darling Basin, intensifying pressure on federal Water Minister and South Australian senator Penny Wong to do more to rescue the basin. The Senate inquiry is part of the campaign for action, and will hear the Wentworth Group's testimony on how to manage the lower lakes and the Coorong. Two key CSIRO figures in the sustainable yields project, Tom Hatton and Bill Young, testified to the inquiry earlier this month. They said after the hearing that any flow modelling the CSIRO did at this stage on immediate options to save the lower lakes was unlikely to add much to the advice the Government had already received. The Senate inquiry will also hear today from groups including the SA water department, Coorong Council, and Murray Irrigation.
We must hear what they say (below) and not dismiss it out of hand, we are in trouble and I feel its not about working harder but smarter, we can do most of the same by many means especially by efficiency.

Call to halve Murray irrigation
Wentworth group calls for Murray irrigation allocations to be halved
The Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists is calling for irrigation allocations in the Murray Darling Basin to be halved. The scientists want the 10-year water buyback to be brought forward and to take place over the next two years, with the $5.8 billion allocated for infrastructure upgrades to be spent buying back water. In its submission to the Senate Inquiry into the provision of water to the Coorong and Lower Lakes, the Group said: "If we are to maintain healthy rivers and provide high quality water to produce food, our analysis suggests that the consumptive use of water across the Murray Darling Basin may have to be cut by between 42 and 53 per cent. 
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"This will require a re-design of our irrigation industries to bring the demand for water into alignment with the greatly reduced supply capacity from the rivers and groundwater." Group director Peter Cosier said the Wentworth was also calling for an inquiry into the Lower Lakes. The lakes are currently below sea level, and at risk of becoming acidic. He said to be a healthy estuary it needs an open, functioning mouth, and a pulse of fresh water. "That is what you should base an enquiry on," Mr Cosier said. "What is the best way to do that? How much water do we need down the system? Are there clever engineering solutions we can add that might reduce the amount of water we need to bring down?" He said there were hundreds of Australian estuaries "which are being actively managed, and there is a lot of knowledge around about how to do that". "We are asking the Commonwealth to hold a commission of inquiry, bring in the experts, assess the options and draw conclusions by early next year." Mr Cosier said the tipping point, at which the lower lakes would become acidic, would be around March next year. The report said any change would require careful monitoring "because it is not returning the Lakes and Coorong to their natural state - that has gone forever. We are proposing a new estuarine environment." The group argues the drought of the past 10 years plus climate change, as well as allocating water to the needs of the environment, will mean water licences must be halved. It reported there has been a dramatic decline in runoff in the past decade, from an average of 16,500 gigalitres, or billion litres, to 10,500 GL. The CSIRO is forecasting global warming will further reduce runoff by up to 40 per cent. Mr Cosier said they want the $5.8 billion allocated to infrastructure upgrades allocated to buying back water, in addition to the $3.1 billion currently dedicated to the buyback. That would give the Commonwealth a total spend of $8.9 billion. The group reports that a cursory assessment of the proposed water infrastructure projects "suggests that the vast majority are likely to fail any cost benefit analysis, in terms of the environmental benefit achieved from the investment. Most of the large-scale water efficiency measures that were sensible have already been done." It also argues Governments should not be spending money upgrading unviable irrigation infrastructure. Instead it argues for a massive two-year buyback that they estimate could purchase more than 4000 GL of water entitlements. Mr Cosier said the water buyback should be based on a cost-benefit assessment, using the recent Sustainable Rivers Audit and its set of criteria for river health. He said the audit "for the first time provides a metric for doing cost benefit analysis on the purchase of water, or infrastructure improvement program". Mr Cosier said that spending $8.9 billion over a two-year period would not only provide environmental flows to the river, it would "reset the allocation system to what it needs to be, long term. It also provides a major structural adjustment process, short- term." Mr Cosier said with water allocations being so low again this year there would be more than enough willing sellers. "By doing it quickly you provide a massive structural adjustment vehicle. And knowing where you are buying out the water, there might be some places up and down the river where it is becoming evident that they become less and less viable. The Wentworth Group also wants the Federal Government to set up a structural adjustment program to help farmers with their transition. I do have the submission on computer so if any of you would like a copy let me know.

Industry carbon handout warning
Business groups are making "over-hyped" claims in a bid for billions of dollars of extra assistance under the Government's proposed emissions trading scheme, without providing any real evidence that it would cause investment to move offshore. According to The Climate Institute, the Government should not dole out the assistance it is currently proposing -- between $3 billion and $6 billion a year in free emissions permits depending on the price of carbon -- without independently verifying industry claims of "carbon leakage". Even then, it should consider only making payments as grants or subsidies specifically for investments that reduced a project's emissions, institute chief executive John Connor said. Research conducted for The Climate Institute by McLennan Magasanik and Associates (MMA) found that carbon leakage -- investment flight from Australia to jurisdictions without a carbon price resulting in no net benefit to the environment -- is likely to be partial and has been widely exaggerated. The research concludes, for example, that for the LNG industry carbon leakage may not occur at all because of limited global resources and increased demand as more countries put a cost on carbon and encourage a shift away from coal-fired power. For the aluminium industry, a shift offshore may be to the benefit of the global environment if overseas plants can be powered with clean fuels such as hydropower while proposed plants in Australia are powered with coal-fired electricity. Mr Connor said carbon leakage was potentially a real problem, but he urged the Government to make absolutely sure it was compensating companies for an actual risk, rather than providing them with windfall gains at taxpayers' expense. 

The MMA research found that a proposal from the Business Council of Australia -- that companies be required to buy permits only until they had spent between 3 and 5 per cent of their gross income -- would be a waste of government funds because it would compensate firms even though the generous assistance made no difference to their methods of production or investment location decisions. In fact these free permits would effectively subsidise risk premiums and reduce the speed of adjustment to lower emissions technologies, the MMA found, making the emissions trading scheme less effective. Industry groups have warned that they can neither pass on nor absorb the costs to be imposed by the new emissions trading scheme. 
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The Government has indicated it is willing to change the formula by which it distributes free permits between the so-called trade exposed, emissions-intensive industries, but has indicated no willingness to increase the proportion of the total emissions permits allocated to this task: 20 per cent in the first instance and 30 per cent after agriculture is included.
Life in suburbs drives up emissions
Working families living on the edges of Australia's urban sprawl are generating up to 10 times more greenhouse emissions in their cars than those from the inner city, according to new research. The study by Parsons Brinkerhoff and Curtin University shows the same outer suburbs that put Kevin Rudd into power are increasingly expensive to build and service, driving worsening economic, environmental and social costs. With transport accounting for around half of an average Australian household's greenhouse footprint, inner city residents could be generating just half the emissions of those living out in the mortgage belt. The Rudd Government has already flagged it will forgo $1 billion a year in revenue by cutting the fuel excise to compensate motorists for the higher prices resulting from its proposed emissions trading scheme from 2010. Writing in the Australian Financial Review yesterday, former Labor leader Mark Latham criticised the design of Labor's proposed ETS for failing to include urban policy reform. Report co-author Peter Newman from Curtin University said the impacts of poor urban planning and transport infrastructure in Australian cities were overwhelming any marginal gains made from households switching to low-energy light bulbs or driving more fuel-efficient cars. "It's extraordinary that we have this sense that somehow or other all we have to do is make slightly more efficient cars and everything will be fine on the transport front," Professor Newman told The Australian. 

"The location is going to be far and away more important." The Parsons Brinkerhoff report estimates the net cost of new housing developments in the inner city is less than half what it would cost to continue expansion of the outer suburbs. These calculations include the net cost of greenhouse emissions, infrastructure, transport, commuting times and even health costs attributed to increased levels of obesity reported in outer suburbs. Professor Newman said the standard of planning and development in major cities had been deteriorating for 20 years with the construction of bigger and less energy-efficient houses located further from the city centres. "It's the cookie cutter mentality of making as many cheaper houses as possible, but then they blow that away by making them huge -- three or four bedrooms, and so they're not cheap at all. You have to spend so much on transport now that it blows away any of the potential gains from the cheaper block." Council worker Michael Hallam lives at Melton, 50km from the Melbourne CBD, and with work and his kids' sport covers around 500km a week in his Commodore. "I switched my car back on to gas last November because it was just getting too expensive," he said. Election analyst Antony Green said that every election since World War II had been decided in the outer suburbs because these voters were the most susceptible to changes in government policy. Housing Industry Association policy director Chris Lamont agreed there remained major challenges in providing transport infrastructure to the outer suburbs. "It's a political issue, it's a cost issue and it's a consumer issue -- we're a nation that still aspires to owning a backyard and a Colourbond fence," he said.

20th
NEWS.com - 'Rich' farmers opt for the dole
Thousands of farmers are receiving taxpayer-funded drought relief despite having access to $2.8 billion in savings they squirreled away during economic good times. And the Federal Government's National Rural Advisory Council has revealed the nation's Exceptional Circumstances drought relief scheme is encouraging farmers to live on handouts instead of adapting to make their farms viable, creating a new rural welfare dependency. The claims from the NRAC, made in a submission to a Rudd Government review on relief arrangements, were underlined by southwestern Queensland farmer Rod Back who, while living in a drought-affected region, doesn't get EC funding because he and his wife earn more than $20,000 a year from jobs outside the farm. Mr Back, 50, works as truck driver in Roma and his wife Margaret works as a nurse reports. So while the Backs work, other farmers in the area sit idle on EC payments - which are equivalent to the dole. Sources confirmed yesterday that the Government is concerned that one of the key flaws in the EC scheme is that taxpayer-funded relief is being collected by farmers who have saved money in Farm Management Deposit accounts. The accounts, introduced by the Howard government in 1999, give farmers tax breaks if they put money aside in good times to supplement their income in bad times. 

Heraldsun - Sugarloaf Pipeline plug a Liberal gamble
The State Opposition will gamble with promising less water for Melbourne in 2010 than under a re-elected Brumby Government. Shadow water minister Louise Asher yesterday dismissed as immoral the $750 million Sugarloaf Pipeline, strengthening her opposition to the project. Ms Asher said that if elected in 2010, any water being sent to Melbourne would be lost to city users because the $750 million pipeline would be switched off by the Coalition. 

She admitted there would be a time lag between when the pipeline was junked and when a Coalition government was able to implement alternatives for Melbourne, such as more recycling and perhaps another dam or dams. "We are looking at dams. Everything is on the table," she said. But the state's peak business group, which backs the pipeline, last night called for an end to the politicisation of Sugarloaf. VECCI CEO Wayne Kayler-Thomson said: "We are concerned that vital infrastructure in this state is fast becoming a political football kicked between parties." 
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Melbourne Water also yesterday backed the Sugarloaf project. The Government has promised that from early 2010, at least 75 billion litres of water a year will be sent to the Sugarloaf Reservoir on Melbourne's outskirts. This is part of a multi-billion-dollar strategy to drought-proof Victoria, and is contingent on making big savings through improved irrigation infrastructure in the Goulburn Valley. The Government is confident of achieving its planned savings, but the Liberal and National parties do not believe that the savings are there to be made. The Coalition's new policy directly pits Melbourne voters against rural and regional voters. Ms Asher said: "It may well be that this $750 million this Government is investing in this project is going to be a great big white elephant." Ms Asher's announcement this week opens up potentially the most difficult debate for the Opposition since former leader Robert Doyle's no-tolls decision on the then Scoresby Freeway. Water Minister Tim Holding said that if drought conditions continued, the Coalition's new water policy could endanger Melbourne's water supply. "If the Liberal Party was in government again, Melbourne would be at real risk of running out of water," he said. "The Liberal Party would be responsible for Melbourne households and businesses throwing away more than $1 billion without providing an extra drop of water. "Melbourne households and businesses will pay $300 million for irrigation upgrades in regional Victoria, and not see any additional water and pay $750 million for a pipeline that will remain dry." 

AdelaideNow - Maywald: Wellington weir was on verge of approval
The State Government came "very close to the trigger point" to begin construction of an emergency weir near Wellington, Karlene Maywald has revealed. The Water Security Minister told a Senate committee in Canberra that the Rann Government believed it may be necessary to "introduce some seawater" into the Lower Lakes if the drought continued beyond July, 2009. The Minister this morning presented the State Government's submission to the Federal Senate's inquiry into water management of the Lower Lakes and Coorong. During evidence in response to questions from the committee, Ms Maywald said preliminary site works expected to take about three months had started. But she said an improvement in conditions at the Lower Lakes meant a final decision to begin construction of the weir could be delayed until September 2009. However, conditions would continue to be monitored on a monthly basis. "We came very close to the trigger point and hence the decision to go ahead with the works into the site," Ms Maywald told the committee, in response to questions from South Australian Liberal Senator Simon Birmingham. "We're going ahead with preliminary works into the site and we'll continue to monitor conditions on a monthly basis. "At this stage, September, 2009, is the critical point in time." Ms Maywald said the Murray-Darling Basin Ministerial Council will consider the "process of decision-making" about the weir at its next meeting in October. "But a decision won't be made to construct the weir (at the meeting)," she said. Ms Maywald earlier outlined to the committee the Rann Government's case for a short-term freshwater solution for the Lower Lakes. The Government's preference for the Lower Lakes was for it to remain a freshwater environment, she said. But she said: "We acknowledge the introduction of some seawater may be necessary as a last resort option if the drought continues beyond the middle of next year." "It is estimated that the volume of freshwater needed to manage the risk of acidification in the Lower Lakes until the end of September next year is up to 60 billion litres," Ms Maywald said. "This additional 60 billion litres of freshwater would allow more time for the drought to break and more rainfall and inflows during the winter and early spring in 2009 before a decision on future management options for the Lower Lakes would be required. "We are expecting this volume of water could be contributed from localised rainfall and inflows, unregulated flows from a significant rainfall event upstream or through the Murray-Darling Basin shared resource." She said the decision to delay construction of a weir near Wellington was a result of local rainfall and inflows to the Lower Lakes from streams in the eastern Mount Lofty Ranges. Since mid-June 2008, Lake Alexandrina at Milang has increased from 0.47 metres below sea level to its current level of 0.25 metres below sea level, she said. Lake Albert at Meningie has increased from 0.5 metres below sea level to 0.2 metres below sea level. "Conditions in the Lower Lakes and River Murray inflows will continue to be monitored closely to inform the Government's decision-making process," she said. "The improvement in conditions has allowed pumping to be reduced from Lake Alexandrina into Lake Albert. "However, severe drought conditions are continuing in the Murray-Darling Basin and while the State Government still regards the temporary weir as a last resort, we must continue preparatory works in case a weir is needed as an emergency measure." A full Environmental Impact Statement into the temporary weir is continuing. Minister Maywald says modelling, undertaken in conjunction with the Murray-Darling Basin Commission, indicates that Lake Alexandrina will be at a high risk of acidification if the water level drops to about 1.25 metres below sea level. "To ensure an adequate buffer, current modelling suggests that the trigger point for construction of the weir be set at 1.0 metres below sea level," she said. SA Greens Senator Sarah Hanson-Young said: "The best option still remains for the Commonwealth to guarantee the 300-400 GL of river flows into Lakes Alexandrina and Albert needed to secure their survival." 

NEWS.com - $57m put up to buy out irrigators
Small Murray River irrigators will receive exit grants while others will be paid to remove plantings under a $57 million Government assistance package announced today. Prime Minister Kevin Rudd said this would provide exit grants of $150,000 plus other grants of up to $10,000 for the removal of permanent plantings and for retraining of block owners. 

Mr Rudd said this would free up 48 gigalitres of water for the Murray if all grants are taken up. 

6

He said this was a practical action designed to achieve two things. "One, enable people who are small block irrigators to remain in their communities, while at the same time helping them get out of the business of irrigation,'' he told the ABC. "Secondly, as a result, providing greater environmental flows for the Murray and to help the lower lakes.'' 

South Australian Premier Mike Rann welcomed the plan. "This really allows people to stay on their properties and stay in their communities and at the same time giving them substantial financial incentives, but also of course, allowing more water to come down the River Murray,'' he said. 

21st
Sunday Mail - Rudd offers cash offer to quit Murray
Small irrigators on the River Murray will be paid up to $170,000 to walk away from their industry, under a Federal Government scheme announced yesterday. The packages – consisting of an "exit" grant of up to $150,000, a maximum $10,000 to tear up crops and infrastructure and up to $10,000 to retrain – were announced by Prime Minister Kevin Rudd in Adelaide yesterday. Last night, it was unclear how many irrigators would be eligible for the grants. The $57.1 million scheme, targeting Riverland irrigators, applies to operators with 15ha or fewer who sell their water entitlement to the Commonwealth. It is designed to help irrigators leave the industry but stay on the farm, and to boost River Murray flows by 48 gigalitres – the equivalent of 48,000 Olympic-sized swimming pools. "The objective is to help these small-block irrigators remain in their communities while getting out of the business of irrigation," Mr Rudd said. "And secondly, as a result, providing greater environmental flows for the Murray and to help therefore the Lower Lakes."  Key irrigation groups said they would need to study the details of the package before they could determine whether it was a positive move. Premier Mike Rann described the initiative as "the last piece in the jigsaw" to help the Riverland. The scheme, coupled with the planned desalination plant, remedial works to re-engineer the Lower Lakes, the accelerated buyback of licences, and an audit of all water in the system, proved Labor was taking action to tackle the crisis, he said. "This really allows people to stay in their communities, while giving them substantial financial incentives and allowing more water to flow down the River Murray," Mr Rann said. Water Security Minister Karlene Maywald described the scheme, available during the current financial year, as "fantastic news". "It enables people to stay in their homes, to get support to re-gear their lives and stay in their communities," she said. Mrs Maywald admitted she did not know how many farmers would benefit. "I haven't seen the full details of the package as yet, but we will work through that with the Federal Government and the community." A statement from Federal Climate Change and Water Minister Penny Wong said the retraining cash could be used for "advice and training, including skills development, direction-setting plans, succession planning and business advice". Conincidentally, Mr Rudd made his announcement at the same time Independent Senator Nick Xenophon held a press conference demanding a similar package. Senator Xenophon called for a $150,000 exit package plus payments of $4000 per megalitre of water handed back by quitting irrigators. He also proposed income tax relief for those remaining in the industry. "Even a pale imitation is the highest form of flattery," Senator Xenophon said later. But he did praise the package: "This is a quantum leap on before, which meant they had to sell their properties and get out of their communities." SA Murray Irrigators Association president Ian Zadow and SA Farmers' Federation president Peter White said they would need to study the details before responding. "I'd like to see the detail of this before we get too excited," Mr White said. "It's reasonable money if they're eligible and they can actually get it and it's not taxable and all the rest of it." However, some irrigators were unimpressed with the package. Stone fruit farmer Kris Werner, from Waikerie, said it would be a waste of time for him to leave the industry and be retrained.  "They can retrain me as much as they like but what would the job prospects be if half of the irrigators left the industry?" he said. Paul Ceracchi, who grows stone fruit at Loxton, said the money was not enticing. "We would want a couple of million to get out of the industry because what can you do with just $150,000?" he said. "The Government can't buy us as cheap as that – we'll just hang on until things get better." Eugene Wyld, of Waikerie, said the Government should buy out big irrigators to protect jobs in the industry because smaller farms were more labour-intensive.
Moomba's carbon bank push

Moomba, in SA's Far North, could become a storage site for Australia's carbon dioxide emissions. Mr Rudd became the first prime minister to visit the Santos gas site in Moomba today, where he was briefed on how captured carbon could be stored underground. Mr Rudd's visit came the day after he launched a $100 million Global Carbon Capture and Storage Initiative, which will investigate ways to capture carbon emissions from polluters such as coal-fired power generators in the eastern states. Carbon dioxide could be piped from Adelaide, Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne and injected into the depleted oil and gas reservoirs in the Cooper Basin, which Mr Rudd flew over yesterday afternoon.

Santos spokesman Matthew Doman said the carbon storage project had the long-term objective of establishing a large-scale carbon storage hub at Moomba, which could eventually store up to 20 million tonnes of carbon dioxide a year and a billion tonnes over the life of the project. Australian Pipeline Industry Association chief executive Cheryl Cartwright said the transported carbon dioxide was "dangerous" because it could be fatal if inhaled.
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Garnaut’s announcement some weeks ago – What does it mean?
The 550ppm target proposed puts us in a high probability category for a greater than 2 degree temperature increase which would mean we would let our decision makers agree to:
· 97% of the Great Barrier Reef bleached, 
· 80% of Kakadu freshwater wetlands lost, 
· Pasture growth slows by 31%,
· Macquarie River Basin (NSW) flows fall by 5–35%, 
· Livestock carrying capacity in native pasture systems falls by 40%, 
· Temperature-related deaths of people over 65 rise by 89–123%, 
· 100-year’ storm tides along Victoria’s east coast 15% more frequent, 
· Tropical cyclone rainfall increases 20–30%, as wind speed increases 5 to 10%, 
· Bushfire danger rises 10% across Australia. 
22nd
FarmOnLine - 'Rich' farmers face means test for drought aid
Farmer’s face being means-tested because of billions of dollars put aside in savings while accepting taxpayer-funded drought relief. New figures show people on the land have built up $2.8billion in Farm Management Deposits (FMDs) across Australia. Up to 10,848 NSW farmers hold $594million in the accounts, which are exempt from means testing for drought relief schemes, including interest subsidies. The Rudd Government is reviewing all assistance to farmers as part of a national review of drought policy amid concerns "less viable or riskier farming operations" are favoured. 

Professor Bruce Chapman, from the Australian National University, said FMDs needed to be means tested. The deposits were designed to give farmers favourable tax breaks to help them build up money in good times for eventual downturns. "It is important that FMDs are seen as the main mechanism for supporting farmers to manage their cash flow across the climate cycle, so they should be included in the means test for any form of business support offered during downturn," Professor Chapman said in a submission with colleague Dr Linda Botterill to the drought review. 

"It is often asserted that farmers should not be required to access FMDs because they are a form of superannuation. 

"This is a spurious argument. "Changes to superannuation in recent years provide all members of the community with a range of choices for the accumulation of retirement savings and these are equally available to farmers. "FMDs were not set up for this purpose." NSW Farmers Association president Jock Laurie said the notion that the drought was a potential moneymaker was fanciful. NSW Farmers have argued in a submission to the Federal Government's drought review that the FMD system be retained and extended to trusts and companies, as well as lifting the $400,000 cap on deposits. "I am quite amazed that this suggestion has been made that this is making farmers rich," he said. "It would be helpful for the National Rural Advisory Council or whoever is making these suggestions to actually identify these people getting rich. "Then they can tell the rest of us how they are doing it. "The majority of NSW farmers who have held FMDs have now made withdrawals from their accounts. "The system works. In good seasons they are invested and then when dry times arrive they are drawn down." Federal Agriculture Minister Tony Burke said the Government was committed to reforming the drought support system. Meanwhile, drought conditions have worsened in NSW, with more than 70pc of the state now officially drought-declared. Figures released by the NSW Department of Primary Industries show just 10.8pc of the state, mostly on the eastern coastline, has had normal rainfall and was rated as "satisfactory" in September. 

New water buyback to help small farmers and boost Murray
Small farmers in the Murray-Darling Basin will be able to sell their water entitlements to the Commonwealth for up to $150,000 under a plan to return 48 billion litres to the river system. Prime Minister Kevin Rudd said the scheme — open to farmers on blocks of up to 15 hectares — would allow eligible small irrigators affected by drought and climate change to quit farming, while remaining on their blocks. "This program will provide struggling small irrigators, many of whom have been carrying on farming enterprises that were established by their families several generations ago, with an opportunity to exit the sector while remaining in their family homes," Mr Rudd said. "The objective is to help these small block irrigators remain in their communities while getting out of the business of irrigation, at the same time as providing greater environmental flows to the Murray-Darling system." The scheme will cost about $57 million over four years. Small farmers will also be able to gain grants of up to $10,000 for advice and training, and up to $10,000 to help them remove permanent plantings and other farming infrastructure. South Australian Premier Mike Rann welcomed the plan, but Senator Nick Xenophon, the independent South Australian, said it would cover only 500-600 irrigators across the whole Murray-Darling Basin. "I believe, and other irrigators believe, it needs to be a lot better, but it's a good step in the right direction," he said. 

Historic channel country station on the market
The historic pastoral property Pandie Pandie, south of Birdsville, will go up for auction in October, marking the first sale in the region for more than 10 years. 
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After 70 years in the Morton family, the naturally irrigated land features the Diamantina River and Gumborie Channel flood out country. The landmark property, in the far north east corner of the South Australia, stretches 660,000 hectares and has 15 steel drafting yards and 11 trucking yards across the run for movement of livestock. The land is rated to carry 7800 cattle and the buyer will have the opportunity to buy a mixed herd of 2000 Shorthorn cattle. Neighbour S Kidman & Co has not expressed interest. Kidman's general manager Greg Campbell said it was unlikely the Kidman's would be interested in buying the property. "We do have a lot of interest in that region but we already have substantial investments in that area," he said. "If anything we would be looking further up north if we were going to buy anything," he said. "I am not quite sure of the value of the property, every place is structured differently and it depends on how much water it has." * The property will be auctioned on October 10 in Brisbane. 

Press Release - Maywald

SA seeks freshwater solution for lakes

The South Australian Government has outlined its case for a short-term freshwater solution for the Lower Lakes at today’s Senate inquiry hearing into water management in the Coorong and Lower Lakes. Minister for the River Murray Karlene Maywald – who led a South Australian delegation at the hearing in Canberra – says it is the SA Government’s preference for the Lower Lakes to remain a freshwater environment. “It is estimated that the volume of freshwater needed to manage the risk of acidification in the Lower Lakes until the end of September next year is up to 60 billion litres,” she said. “This additional 60 billion litres of freshwater would allow more time for the drought to break and

more rainfall and inflows during the winter and early spring in 2009 before a decision on future management options for the Lower Lakes would be required. “We are expecting this volume of water could be contributed from localised rainfall and inflows, unregulated flows from a significant rainfall event upstream or through the Murray-Darling Basin

shared resource. “The health of the Coorong and Lower Lakes is a shared responsibility. The region is an 

internationally important wetland system, it is Ramsar listed and subject to two international agreements on bird migration with Japan and China. “With the exception of short periods of seawater incursion during severe drought, the Lower Lakes have a freshwater history. “South Australia’s objective is to maintain the Lower Lakes in a freshwater condition for as long as is practically possible, and preferably through the current extreme drought through to a full freshwater recovery. “We acknowledge that the introduction of some seawater may be necessary as a last resort option if the drought continues beyond the middle of next year.” Minister Maywald also outlined to the inquiry South Australia’s exemplary example in reducing the quantity of water diverted from the River Murray to provide for improved environmental management. “Since 1968, no new irrigation diversion licences have been issued and in 1969, a program to replace all open irrigation supply channels with pressurised pipeline systems was commenced.”

Adelaide Advertiser - Acid ocean warning
Apocalyptic warning over acidic oceans

The acidification of the world's oceans is the "gorilla in the cupboard" which could lead to "a marine Armageddon", two science writers claimed yesterday. Speaking at the Brisbane Writers Festival, Allana Mitchell and Dr Charlie Veron painted an apocalyptic vision of the fate of the oceans unless CO2 emissions are drastically cut. Ms Mitchell, author of Seasick, said life on the planet's surface was dependent upon the oceans and human activity was changing their very chemistry. "The ocean itself controls the carbon cycle, the oxygen cycle and the climate," Ms Mitchell said. "The ocean contains the switch of life on the planet. "If everything on land were to die tomorrow, the ocean wouldn't even notice, but if everything in the ocean were to die tomorrow, everything on land would also die," she said. "We are actually changing the chemistry of the ocean. "We've changed the temperature, we've changed the patterns of salinity, we've changed ice patterns, we've possibly changed the structure of the currents and taken out a lot of the biology of the ocean. And of course we've changed the pH (acidity)." Dr Veron, former chief scientist with the Australian Institute of Marine Science, said acidification of the oceans would lead to mass extinctions once CO2 levels reached a tipping point and began driving themselves. He said the chemistry was simple: carbon dioxide is dissolved into water, creating very weak carbolic acid which attacks the carbonates that corals depend on. "The corals can't develop properly," he said. Some observers think 560ppm (parts per million) of CO2 is the "tipping point" at which a feedback mechanism kicks in, creating a self-fulfilling cycle driving itself towards mass extinctions. "There's no doubt about this at all," he said. "By 2050 ocean acidification will have taken hold. By perhaps 2060 it will be uncontrollable." Dr Veron said he would take on the role of a "mini Al Gore", warning the public of the unrecognised dangers of ocean acidification and the destruction of the world's reefs. "Mass extinctions are horrific beyond imagination," he said. 

The Australian - Financial crisis to hit climate timelines
Leading players in climate change negotiations say the crash on Wall Street and the global credit crunch crippling financial markets worldwide could halt a global agreement on emissions targets and set back the environmental debate for years. In high-level talks in Washington yesterday, involving representatives from Australia, China and the US, private-sector participants in particular warned that Wall Street's implosion could lead to a "recalibration of timelines". 

If the financial crisis continues and leads too much lower economic growth, it will create doubts about the Rudd Government's chance of implementing its emissions trading scheme by 2010. 
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Delegates heard this timetable was considered by some sceptics a "gigantic leap" ahead of an international framework on climate change. One of the Bush administration's leading players in the climate change debate, Paula Dobriansky, acknowledged on the conference sidelines the seriousness of the financial turmoil for the climate change agenda. 

"These issues are ones that are, I would say, front and centre," the undersecretary of state for democracy and global affairs at the US State Department told The Weekend Australian, when asked if there was a risk an accord could be set back by the crisis. The private sector warned delegates at the Washington forum that, for the world to radically slash emissions, political leaders would have to take control of sectors of the economy to "regulate consumption and lifestyle". Bjorn Stigson is president of the Geneva-based World Business Council for Sustainable Development, an advocacy group whose members include Australian companies Westpac, ANZ, BHP, Woodside, Lend Lease, GHD and IAG. He said he doubted there was the political capital or the financial wherewithal to make the ambitious changes many governments and climate change experts were advocating. "Unless we see some new element of political will, the endless debate will continue, (countries saying), 'you first, we are doing what we can'," Mr Stigson said. "I don't see at this point in time the political will being strong enough to take the type of political decision needed to take the emissions down to the levels that we are talking about." Wall Street's woes, along with disputes between the developed and developing worlds over how to share the burden of climate change, underscore the difficulties for the critical Copenhagen climate change meeting in December next year. One delegate, under the condition of anonymity, said an agreement in Denmark looked "very distant". That meeting is designed to establish a protocol for greenhouse gas emissions targets.
Emissions scheme 'will mug farmers'
The Rudd Government's proposed emissions trading scheme could cost tens of thousands of jobs, drive businesses offshore and force thousands of farming families off the land, according to a leading rural economist. Brian Fisher, executive director of Concept Economics and former head of the Australian Bureau of Agriculture and Resource Economics, yesterday described the ETS as a policy made on the run at the last election. "This promise will prove to be administratively and economically challenging," he said. "Unless the design is very carefully done. it will be economically damaging to many industries." Although farming is exempted from the ETS until at least 2015, Dr Fisher says that many small farmers will be mugged in the meantime by increases in the costs of inputs such as electricity and fertiliser. His warning reinforces recent modelling by the Business Council of Australia and the Australian Farm Institute that predicts many businesses will be made unprofitable by the scheme. "When you put in these sorts of policies you are going to have to have enormous structural change," Dr Fisher said. "People say there are going to be a lot of new jobs in a lot of new industries, but who knows what these industries are? The facts are that some entrepreneur has to get the capital together, build the plants and make sure they are viable in an international context. 

"People have to be retrained, move states, move industries. "All these things have a human cost and an economic cost, and we have not had a proper debate about the nature and extent of these costs. In most government modelling, people just assume those adjustment costs don't exist - workers move seamlessly from one industry and one job to another without cost. In the real world, that is not the case." Dr Fisher has contributed to the past three reports of the UN Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change, and unlike many rural industry professionals, he accepts there is a scientific basis for concern over man-made global warming. However, he disputes the wisdom of Australia introducing an ETS without an international agreement, arguing that to do so would significantly disadvantage all our major emissions-intensive export industries, including cattle, gold, aluminium and copper. "Their costs are going to rise here faster than in developing countries. We have to be cautious about the design so we don't impose something that ends up making our export industries lose competitiveness ... There is nothing to be gained by doing that."

Buyback dilemma for wine grape growers
For wine grape grower Glen Arnold, an offer of $150,000 to quit the industry, on the condition he sells his water to the commonwealth is a devil of a choice. "I am interested in the package (announced at the weekend), but they have not mentioned a price for the water they are going to buy," he said yesterday. "I have to consider it." Mr Arnold, who grows grapes and citrus at Loxton on the South Australian stretch of the Murray, is also deputy chairman of the Riverland Wine grape Growers Group, which put the buyback proposal to Kevin Rudd. Mr Arnold welcomed the package, which also includes $10,000 to grub out vines and trees and a further $10,000 for retraining. While traditional farm exit packages require farmers to leave their land, under this model farmers can stop irrigating but stay on their farms and remain in their communities. "All the young people are tending to leave," Mr Arnold said. "Us older blokes are still here and if we took this package we would be able to provide labour for some of the bigger entities." Executive director of Wine grape Growers Australia Mark McKenzie estimates that last year, when South Australian growers had only 32 per cent of their water allocation, growers spent $76 million to buy in water, "most of which was borrowed money". This year, allocations are just 11per cent, but many farmers have no more ability to borrow to buy in water. 

The Rudd Government has allocated $57.1 million to the irrigator exit program, which is expected to deliver up to 48 gigalitres back into the Murray-Darling system. 
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Mr Arnold estimated it would provide for about 360 farmers to leave the land. But he said the question many would be asking was: "If I hang in here, what is my water going to be worth in three to five years' time when I want to retire?" 

He pointed out that with the Government buying up so much water, the price of the remaining entitlements will rise. "That is why it is a terrible dilemma. You are damned if you do, and you are dammed if you don't." Meanwhile, the amount of water being purchased in the Rudd Government's first water buyback has fallen by 18 per cent, while the amount available for the environment has fallen by 27 per cent, according to figures published by the Department of the Environment. According to the report, the amount of water being purchased has fallen from 34.3GL, which was announced in May, to 28GL. The amount available to the environment on average has fallen from 23.8GL to 17.4GL. 

The Government's spending on the buyback has fallen from $47.2 million to $40.27 million. Shadow Minister for Water Security John Cobb said many irrigators and water companies had contacted him about problems with the buyback. "Either the Government hasn't got back to them, or people have walked away because there has been a lot of mucking around," he said. "I would like to know how much has been signed, sealed and delivered."

ETS threatens gas industry and worse climate change
Australia’s $15 billion gas industry could shrink by more than a quarter by 2020 unless it is protected from the economic effects of the proposed emissions trading scheme. The industry will use new analysis to reinforce its concerns to the Rudd Government that excluding LNG from compensation under the proposed ETS will stall up to $60billion of new investment, and will actually worsen climate change by forcing developing economies, including China, to build more coal-fired power stations. The new modelling, by Frontier Economics, estimates the 10 per cent cut in greenhouse emissions by 2020 proposed by the Government's chief climate change adviser, Ross Garnaut, will require a $54 a tonne price for carbon and will slow the economy by nearly 2 per cent over the next 12 years. 

Victoria's brown coal industry will be forced to halve its output, while the nation's natural gas and LNG projects would be cut by about 25 per cent because they are not eligible for compensation under the scheme outlined in the Rudd Government's green paper in July. The Frontier report says LNG and natural gas will suffer from a shrinking electricity market and the perverse effects of downstream industries such as copper and gold processing not receiving compensation under the scheme, while rival sectors such as coal mining will be eligible. The gas industry's warning of "carbon leakage" - the flight of investment to economies with no carbon price, resulting in no net benefit to the environment - is in direct retaliation to claims made last week that the $15 billion LNG industry should not be protected from a carbon price. A report commissioned by the Climate Institute questioned the effectiveness of any scheme to compensate trade-exposed industries such as LNG without detailed cost-benefit analysis. The analysis by economists McLennan Magasanik Associates said all global LNG resources were already being exploited, so any reduction in Australian production as a result of increased costs under an emissions trading scheme would have no impact on global investment. But the chief executive of the Australian Petroleum Production and Exploration Association, Belinda Robinson, said yesterday less LNG production in Australia meant the emissions of Asia-Pacific countries would worsen as they used coal instead. "If the carbon pollution reduction scheme has the perverse outcome of penalising Australian LNG to the benefit of the Chinese coal industry, there will be massive carbon leakage and the Australian economy and the global environment will suffer for no good reason," she said. "We will be faced with a situation of leakage-plus, where lost Australian LNG production is replaced by coal production. "For every tonne of greenhouse gases emitted in Australia through the production of LNG, between 5.5 and 9.5 tonnes are saved in China." 

Energy analysts Wood Mackenzie say Australia is substantially "underweight" as an LNG producer - accounting for only 8 per cent of the global market - and already supplies the most expensive LNG in the Asia-Pacific region.

AWA

1. The Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists has called for a radical overhaul of irrigation and cuts to water allocations in the Murray-Darling Basin at a Senate inquiry. In the submission, Group has called for irrigation allocations in the Murray Darling Basin to be halved, with the 10-year water buyback to be brought forward and to take place over the next two years, and the $5.8 billion allocated for infrastructure upgrades to be spent buying back water. 

2. The Queensland Government will gift 10,600 megalitres (ML) of unallocated water allocations from the Nebine, Moonie, Warrego and Border Rivers into the Murray Darling system. The announcement follows an agreement between the Australian Government and the New South Wales Government for the purchase of Toorale Station, near Bourke, on Wednesday. 

3. The desalination plant at Port Stanvac is to receive the highest level of environmental scrutiny available in South Australia, according to SA's Minister for Urban Development and Planning. The guidelines for the EIS for the Port Stanvac desalination plant for Adelaide have been based on advice from Professor Keith Walker, a specialist in water ecology, input from the EPA and other government agencies to ensure sensitive issues are thoroughly addressed. 

4. Prime Minister Kevin Rudd has announced a $57 million assistance package for River Murray irrigators, which he says will provide $150,000 exit grants for small block owners. Mr Rudd says if the grants are taken up 48 gigalitres should find its way down the river. The package is designed to enable people who are small block irrigators to remain in their communities, while at the same time helping them get out of the business of irrigation. 
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5. The NSW Department of Water and Energy announced an increased water allocation for high security license holders in the Murray and Murrumbidgee valleys, now able to access 50 and 75 per cent of their licensed water entitlement respectively. While the Murray and Murrumbidgee valleys are still in drought, there have been some moderate inflows in the Tumut Valley and the alpine regions in the Murray Valley in recent weeks. 

6. Senior farming sector figures have claimed that an emissions trading scheme will do more damage to farms than the drought. The claims were made as new economic modeling contained in research by the Australian Farm Institute suggests that under an ETS, the $100 billion sector could be forced into debt, with livestock farms and smaller holdings worst affected and farm profitability dropping to zero. 

7. Farmers in parts of West Australia's Wheatbelt are facing their third consecutive crop failure if there is no rain, with the prospect of another poor season serving as a double blow as farmers deal with higher costs of oil and fertiliser. Crops in the northern Wheatbelt were excellent but not the northeast and east. 

8. Construction has begun on the North-South (Sugarloaf) pipeline in Victoria, part of the Government's plan to bolster Melbourne's water supplies, which also includes the construction of a desalination plant at Wonthaggi. Melbourne Water has reinforced the importance of water savings that will flow through the Sugarloaf Pipeline in securing Melbourne's water supplies. 

9. Indigenous elders from across Australia have met in Albury to demand their share of water from the Murray River. The elders say there are important cultural reasons behind their demands and they plan to start lobbying government for what they are calling cultural flows. 

10. A new water treatment plant with a capacity of 6.7 million litres per day has been opened to replace the old, outdated plant, meeting the future needs of Alexandra and surrounding areas. Goulburn Valley Water Managing Director Peter Quinn said the dissolved air flotation filtration (DAFF) treated water to world's best water quality standards. 

11. The Energy and Water Ombudsman (Victoria) (EWOV) has released its Resolution 26 newsletter. It shows that complaints to EWOV have reached new record levels. 

12. Hundreds of new ocean creatures have been discovered living on Australia's most well known coral reefs. Working at Lizard and Heron Islands (part of the Great Barrier Reef) and Ningaloo Reef in northwestern Australia, researchers turned up a wealth of new insights into - and stunning images of - ocean life, much of it never seen by humans before. 

13. How do our Australian water businesses compare to our UK peers? OFWAT the price regulator in UK has published its online international comparisons report where water companies in England and Wales are ranked against others including Australia. 

15. Some UK companies have changed the way they charge non-domestic customers for surface water drainage. They have moved from a system based on the premises' rateable value to one based on the area of the site from which surface water drains into the public sewers. This has implications for a range of customer types, including places of worship and community premises. 

16. In the midst of the cacophony of political lambasting, parochial foot-stamping and media static engendered by the crisis currently affecting the Murray-Darling Basin, there has been scant voicing of what many view as the underlying anthropogenic cause of its plight: the establishment of an open water market. 

17. It's a solution to water scarcity that is politically too hard to swallow. But is sewage recycling a safe and achievable alternative? 

18.It is not often that we hear a good news story about the Murray-Darling Basin, but there is one river within Australia's food bowl that is thriving. 

19. For wine grape growers, an offer of $150,000 to quit the industry, on the condition he sells his water to the commonwealth is a devil of a choice. 

20. Speaking at the Brisbane Writers Festival, Allana Mitchell and Dr Charlie Veron painted an apocalyptic vision of the fate of the oceans unless CO2 emissions are drastically cut. 

21. The salinity level in Adelaide's water is perilously high, requiring urgent action on many fronts, writes Pete Heininger. 

22. The latest drought figures for New South Wales have revealed an increase in the area of the state considered to be in drought. 

23. Australia must do better than Garnaut's vision. 

FarmOnLine -PrimeAg spends $1.8m on NSW land and Qld water
PrimeAg Australia has acquired Grange, a 371ha cropping and grazing property in the Warialda district in northern NSW, for $828,000, as well as 500 megalitres of water in Central Queensland for $1 million. PrimeAg's executive chairman, Peter Corish, said the Grange property had excellent stock water and cattle handling facilities. "Its operation will be integrated with the company's adjacent Kurrajong Hills 2128ha mixed farming and grazing holding, which forms part of PrimeAg's Moree hub," Mr Corish said. The acquisition lifts the total area encompassed in the Moree hub to 9204ha, including 1713ha of irrigable land. 
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And PrimeAg has completed the acquisition of a major water holding in Central Queensland. In its prospectus of November 2007, PrimeAg foreshadowed acquisition of an entitlement to 500 megalitres of water on the Fitzroy Resource Operations Plan in the Mackenzie K zone (Wilson Water entitlement) for $1m. PrimeAg last week completed this acquisition with the water to support cropping operations in PrimeAg's Emerald hub. 

NRM - Indigenous elders to meet on Murray quotas
Indigenous elders from across Australia are meeting in Albury this weekend to demand their share of water from the Murray River. The elders say there are important cultural reasons behind their demands and they plan to start lobbying government for what they are calling cultural flows. About thirty Indigenous elders and leaders from the length and breadth of the basin have gathered on the banks of the Murray to organise a way to fight for what they call cultural water allocations. Matthew Rigney, a Ngarrindjeri man from the Coorong who is the chairman of the Murray Lower Darling Indigenous Nations group, likens the Murray system to a "supermarket". "It provides food, shelter, spiritual connection, cultural and social order," he said. "We kind of have been left out on the periphery, and we feel that there is nowhere within the whole basin that Indigenous people has water rights. "And so we believe that by introducing a concept we believe will meet our requirements is cultural flows; cultural water for Indigenous people. He says Indigenous people now have to develop plans to identify the amount of water they require and how that need can be achieved without taking away from other people's rights. In her work for the Australian Institute for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies, Jessica Weir has written extensively about the links between the rivers and their traditional owners. "Without water we are seeing the destruction of country and Indigenous culture is very much embedded in the living country," she said. Water Minister Penny Wong was not available to comment, but a spokeswoman said the Murray Darling Basin Commission does consult with Indigenous people and considers their needs. But the idea of cultural allocations may be difficult to sell to governments and irrigators in a time of need.

The chairman of the Northern Victorian Irrigators group, Dudley Bryant, says he is willing to listen. "I'd never say no to anything, but I'd certainly like to understand the need for it," he said. "And if you've got an understanding of it you can say yes or no. "But at this stage I have no understanding of what they need it for. I'd be a little bit wary that, like everyone else, water's become like liquid gold, and I'd be a little bit wary that that's the reason."
Climate change, constitutional recognition must be on local government summit agenda

Australian Greens Leader Bob Brown welcomed the announcement of a local government summit in Canberra. "Local governments are on the frontlines providing services to communities across Australia and they deserve better support and recognition," Senator Brown said. Senator Brown said the summit must address: constitutional recognition of local government; the impact of climate change on planning, development and services; better funding for councils, including consideration of direct funding to local government from Federal taxation. "Climate change and the threat of rising sea levels are coming down the line and councils, particularly in coastal areas, need funding assistance with preparation for climate change, including Commonwealth climate vulnerability mapping data to assist with planning," Senator Brown said. 
Environmentally friendly farmers at a loss

A submission by Australia's organic farmers calls for agriculture to be included in an emissions trading scheme (ETS) before the scheduled 2015 deadline. This submission comes from Biological Farmers of Australia (BFA) to the Government’s Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme (CPRS) Green Paper. It's likely to cause a stir, in that most farmer leaders are already warning that the impact of an ETS, even in 2015, would be 'worse that that of another big drought', a huge extra cost burden on farmers. Leaving agriculture out of an emissions scheme, however, could cost farmers who use environmentally friendly methods of production, such as organic farmers, according to the BFA. BFA director, Dr Andrew Monk, says better carbon soil sequestration by landowners who utilise biological systems, minus emissions-intensive farm chemicals, should be accounted for. The BFA says organic farmers would welcome the earlier date, as they don’t ‘burn out’ carbon in soil. “While we applaud policy moves towards reduced carbon pollution, discounting agriculture from a proposed ETS omits the biggest single optimal positive impact on carbon abatement and sequestering – soils,” Dr Monk says. “Organically managed soils are active models of an agricultural system which can deliver carbon sequestration and emission reduction benefits right now.” No synthetic chemical inputs in organic farming means CO2 emissions from organic farmers can be 40-6pc lower per hectare than the non-organic. 
Environmental assessment of urban development
In a landmark agreement, the Australian and ACT Governments will conduct the first strategic environmental assessment in Australia for urban development. ACT Minister for Planning, Andrew Barr said urban development in the Molonglo Valley is a key part of the Government’s strategy to develop Canberra on an environmentally sustainable basis. The strategic assessment will ensure that development in Molonglo and North Weston is carried out in an environmentally sustainable way. Minister Garrett said a strategic assessment will ensure sustainable development and matters of national environmental significance are considered early in the development planning process. “This is the first strategic assessment of large scale urban development under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC) 1999,” Minister Garrett said.
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“It will deliver on the Council of Australian Government’s commitment to harmonising national, state and territory assessment processes and will provide greater certainty to government, the community and industry. “I am keen to use innovative approaches under the Act, such as strategic assessments, to achieve regional biodiversity and environmental protection outcomes. The use of strategic planning, assessment and approvals provisions of the Act will mean more timely and efficient measures for protecting our unique environment and facilitating sustainable development,” he said.
NEWS.com - $67m rescue plan for irrigators
The State Government will spend up to $67 million "underwriting" water allocations to ensure the survival of permanent plantings along the River Murray. Water Security Minister Karlene Maywald today announced the scheme would help irrigators whose farm businesses have a viable, long-term future, particularly in the Riverland. An allocation of water for individual irrigators would be underwritten in the event water availability does not improve by June 2009. Ms Maywald said any allocation to be underwritten was "what we'll need if the worst-case scenario happens and we get no improvement in water availability from now to June, 2009". "If we don't get any improvement in the system, the required amount of water needed to make up the shortfall would be valued at about $67 million," she said. "However, as we progress and there are improvements, that will change. "We are applying an allocation of water to entitlements which cover the shortfall between the current 11 per cent and what they need to sustain the survival of their permanent plantings. "Each crop type will have a different need, for example citrus around 5ML per hectare and wine grapes about 2ML per hectare. "We'll do an individual calculation for each irrigator and apply an allocation to their entitlement." Ms Maywald said that, as the system improved, the Government could increase that 11 per cent entitlement and reduce the amount of water that needed to bought "to be allocated for survival". There was a "good chance" entitlements would be increased to 25 per cent this year, she said. "The State Government will go and buy the water if the shortfall is not made up during the next six months," she said. "We don't buy it now, we wait and see what happens with rainfall and system flows. "We'll make a determination about when to buy the water later in the year, before June, 2009." Ms Maywald said the Government would monitor the situation monthly. "Should it look like we are going to track down back to very worst case scenario inflows, then we'll have to make a determination when to start purchasing water," she said. "We won't be purchasing it unless we absolutely have to - this is about underwriting the risk associated with an allocation that may come to irrigators by March next year, for example. "We're bringing that water forward and then we'll credit it against their allocation. "We're supplying water to irrigators now, on the basis that we anticipate there will be improvements in the system. "If those improvements don't eventuate, then we will go into the market and buy it."
